[Subependymoma of the lateral ventricle. A case report].
INTRODUCTION. Intracranial subependymomas are rare, slow-growing, noninvasive, benign tumors. They are most often located in the fourth ventricle. Most of these tumors are discovered incidentally during autopsy. Routine medical checkups using neuroimaging techniques have increased their diagnosis. Subependymomas may present with symptoms related to cerebrospinal fluid obstruction or mass effect. CASE REPORT. A 52-year-old man presented with severe headache and mental deterioration with memory disturbances and bradypsychia. Computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging revealed a mass in the right lateral ventricle causing obstructive hydrocephalus. The tumour was totally removed through a right frontal transcortical approach. Histological examination showed a typical subependymoma. A complete neurological recovery was achieved after surgery. CONCLUSIONS. Subependymomas are rare low-grade glial neoplasm that commonly arise in the ventricular system. They have a low-proliferative potential but in these locations they can cause symptomatic hydrocephalus. Surgical removal of the mass and the restoration of the normal cerebrospinal fluid pathways constitute the optimal management strategy.